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QD dosing for continuous
24-hour efficacy* 

Significant improvement 
in physical and social
functioning and sleep1,2*

AVINZA® in ACTION

Please visit us at www.avinza.com.

*Compared with baseline.

For chronic, moderate to severe pain

Important Safety Information
AVINZA® capsules are a modified-release formulation of morphine sulfate
indicated for once-daily administration for the relief of moderate to severe
pain requiring continuous, around-the-clock opioid therapy for an extended
period of time. AVINZA® CAPSULES ARE TO BE SWALLOWED WHOLE OR THE
CONTENTS OF THE CAPSULES SPRINKLED ON APPLESAUCE. THE CAPSULE BEADS
ARE NOT TO BE CHEWED, CRUSHED, OR DISSOLVED DUE TO THE RISK OF RAPID
RELEASE AND ABSORPTION OF A POTENTIALLY FATAL DOSE OF MORPHINE.
PATIENTS MUST NOT CONSUME ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WHILE ON AVINZA®

THERAPY. ADDITIONALLY, PATIENTS MUST NOT USE PRESCRIPTION OR
NONPRESCRIPTION MEDICATIONS CONTAINING ALCOHOL WHILE ON AVINZA®

THERAPY. CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL WHILE TAKING AVINZA® MAY RESULT IN
THE RAPID RELEASE AND ABSORPTION OF A POTENTIALLY FATAL DOSE OF
MORPHINE.
The most common serious adverse events reported with administration of AVINZA®

were vomiting, nausea, death, dehydration, dyspnea, and sepsis. (Deaths occurred
in patients treated for pain due to underlying malignancy.) Serious adverse events
caused by morphine include respiratory depression, apnea, and to a lesser degree,
circulatory depression, respiratory arrest, shock and cardiac arrest.
AVINZA® is contraindicated in patients with known hypersensitivity to morphine,
morphine salts, or any components of the product. AVINZA®, like all opioids, is
contraindicated in patients with respiratory depression in the absence of
resuscitative equipment and in patients with acute or severe bronchial asthma.
AVINZA®, like all opioids, is contraindicated in any patient who has or is suspected
of having paralytic ileus.
Morphine should be used with extreme caution in patients with chronic obstructive
pulmonary disease or cor pulmonale and in patients having a substantially
decreased respiratory reserve (eg, severe kyphoscoliosis), hypoxia, hypercapnia, or
pre-existing respiratory depression. In such patients, even usual therapeutic doses
of morphine may increase airway resistance and decrease respiratory drive to the
point of apnea.
AVINZA® is NOT intended for use as a prn analgesic. The safety and efficacy of
using AVINZA® in the postoperative setting has not been evaluated. AVINZA® is not
indicated for postoperative use. If the patient has been receiving the drug prior to
surgery, resumption of the pre-surgical dose may be appropriate once the patient
is able to take the drug by mouth. Physicians should individualize treatment,

moving from parenteral to oral analgesics as appropriate. (See American Pain
Association guidelines.) Morphine sulfate is a Schedule II controlled substance
that can be abused in a manner similar to other legal or illegal opioids.
AVINZA® should be administered cautiously and in reduced dosages in patients
with severe renal or hepatic insufficiency, Addison’s disease, hypothyroidism,
prostatic hypertrophy, or urethral stricture, and in elderly or debilitated patients.
Patients must not consume alcoholic beverages while on AVINZA® therapy.
Additionally, patients must not use prescription or nonprescription medicine
containing alcohol while on AVINZA® therapy. Consumption of alcohol while
taking AVINZA® may result in the rapid release and absorption of a potentially
fatal dose of morphine.
The daily dose of AVINZA® must be limited to a maximum of 1600 mg/day.
AVINZA® doses of over 1600 mg/day contain a quantity of fumaric acid that has
not been demonstrated to be safe, and which may result in serious renal
toxicity (see WARNINGS).
The 60-, 90-, and 120-mg capsules are for use only in opioid-tolerant patients.
For additional Important Safety Information, please see brief summary
of Prescribing Information on adjacent page. 

References: 1. Rauck RL, Bookbinder SA, Bunker TR, et al. A randomized, open-label, multicenter
trial comparing once-a-day AVINZA® (morphine sulfate extended-release capsules) versus 
twice-a-day OxyContin® (oxycodone hydrochloride controlled-release tablets) for the treatment of
chronic, moderate to severe low back pain: improved physical functioning in the ACTION trial. 
J Opioid Manag. 2007;3:25-43. 2. Caldwell JR, Rapoport RJ, Davis JC, et al. Efficacy and safety 
of a once-daily morphine formulation in chronic, moderate-to-severe osteoarthritis pain: results
from a randomized, placebo-controlled, double-blind trial and an open-label extension trial. 
J Pain Symptom Manag. 2002;23:278-291. 

AVINZA is a registered trademark of King Pharmaceuticals Research and Development, Inc., 
a wholly owned subsidiary of King Pharmaceuticals®, Inc.
Copyright © 2007 King Pharmaceuticals®, Inc.  All rights reserved.  AVI4256  03/2007

King Pharmaceuticals®, Inc. and AVINZA®—
now united for the management of pain
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And this role will be one of the many aspects of this emerging medical
specialty covered in depth in American Journal of Disaster Medicine.
With this new publication, at last comes real guidance from the country’s
foremost experts in areas most physicians and medical professionals have
never seen...a deadly cocktail of catastrophic events like blast wounds and
post-explosion injuries, biological weapons contamination, and the mass
physical and psychological trauma that comes in the wake of natural
disasters and disease outbreaks.

American Journal of Disaster Medicine will have just one goal: to provide physicians and medical
professionals with the essential informational tools they need as they seek to combine emergency medical
and pain management skills with crisis control and new forms of triage.

������������������ Catastrophic events, from
terrorism to natural disasters, have created
an urgent role for opioids on the pain
management frontline of disaster and
emergency medicine!

470 Boston Post Road, Weston, MA 02493 • 781-899-2702 • Fax 781-899-4900 • www.disastermedicinejournal.com
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Editorial Policy
The mission of the Journal of Opioid

Management is to educate and promote,
through scientifically rigorous research, the
adequate and safe use of opioids in the
treatment of pain as well as the legal and
regulatory issues surrounding abuse, addic-
tion, and prescription practices (both over-
and under-prescribing). Original articles,
case studies, literature reviews, editorials,
and letters to the editor concerning all
aspects of opioid management will be con-
sidered for publication. All submissions,
excluding editorials and letters to the edi-
tor, are subject to peer review by the edito-
rial board prior to acceptance.

Manuscript Submission
To submit a manuscript, please go to

http://jom.allentrack2.net. Click on “New
users should register for a new account.”
After you register you will be able to click on
a link to submit a manuscript, this will for-
ward you to a page with instructions.

Manuscript Format
Please be sure to turn OFF the track

changes feature on all documents before sub-
mission. The cover page should indicate the
article’s title, the full name, highest perti-
nent academic degrees, institutional affilia-
tions, and current address of each author,
contact information for the author handling
all correspondence, telephone number, fax
number, and, if the manuscript was orally
presented at a meeting, the name of the
organization, place, and date it was read.
The first use of an uncommon abbreviation
should be preceded by the full name. Brief
definitions of key terms may be appended
to the manuscript and can be presented in
parentheses after the term within the article.
With the exception of forum articles, book
reviews, or letters to the editor, manuscripts
should include the following five sections:
Abstract, Introduction, Methods, Results,
and Discussion. Subheads should be insert-
ed at suitable levels. Style should conform
to “Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts
Submitted to Biomedical Journals” (avail-
able online at http://www.icmje.org).

Figures & Tables
The Journal welcomes illustrations,

charts, and photographs to accompany arti-
cles. Figures should be titled and numbered
consecutively according to the citation in
the text. Information presented in figures
and tables should be explained in the text.
If data have been published previously, an
appropriate reference should be included. 

Short, descriptive legends should be
provided on a separate page. Legends for
figures previously published should include
a complete reference to the original publi-
cation, with the copyright designation.
Copies of the publisher's and author's per-
mission to use the figure must be provided.
Photographs should include legends and
should be numbered consecutively accord-
ing to the citation in the text and labeled on
the back. Tables, photos, and figures must
be submitted in the following formats:
TIFF, JPEG, or EPS.

Manuscript review
Manuscripts are received with the under-

standing that they are submitted solely to
Journal of Opioid Management and that,
apart from abstracts, none of the material
contained in the manuscript has been pub-
lished previously or is under consideration for
publication elsewhere. Authors should secure
all necessary clearances and approvals prior to
submission. 

Journal of Opioid Management is a ref-
ereed journal. All manuscripts are generally
subject to review by at least two members of
the editorial advisory board who are noted
experts in the appropriate subject area. The
Journal reserves the right to make editorial
revisions prior to publication.

All manuscripts are acknowledged im-
mediately, and every effort will be made to
advise contributors of the status of their sub-
missions within 60 days. 
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